Literature is the art of discovering something extraordinary about ordinary people, and saying with ordinary words something extraordinary. 
T he same can be said about scientific insights.
In fact, profound scientific discoveries are often based on systematic approaches to the most mundane observations. Our knowledge of physical world is very much based on observing how ball rolls down an inclined plane made by Galileo. Likewise, our knowledge about fundamental biological laws of heredity is based on observing the color of pea flowers (2) . In cardiology, profound insights in the prognosis after acute myocardial infarction (MI) were gained by simply looking at ventricular size (3) . Further observations on why some patients do, and some do not, develop mitral regurgitation (MR) after MI led to an understanding of how local left ventricular (LV) remodeling affects mitral valve (MV) geometry by tethering of otherwise "normal" leaflets. Findings from our group have contributed to this field, by describing that, for the same amount of valve tethering, ischemic MR is more severe than functional MR in dilated cardiomyopathy (4). Still, our observations did not explain why, or even recognize this as a question, and the current paper fills this void. But before we delve into innovations of this paper, a review of the biology behind MV function is necessary.
MV competency is dependent on the orchestrated function of the mitral leaflets, chordae tendinae, papillary muscles, subjacent LV myocardium, and fibromuscular annulus (5) . At an ultrastructural level, there is a well-organized network of extracellular components across the leaflets that contribute to its highly precise spatial and temporal biomechanical properties (6) . This network shows adaptive capacity, 
B Y T H E A M E R I C A N C O L L E G E O F C A R D I O L O G Y F O U N D A T I O N I S S N 0 7 3 5 -1 0 9 7 / $ 3 6 . 0 0 P U B L I S H E D B Y E L S E V I E R h t t p :

